
 

 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
 
 
 

BOARD OF REGENTS 
 
 
 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
 
 
 
 

HELD IN 
 
 
 

COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 
 
 
 

September 1, 2016 
 
 

 

 
 

(Approved November 10, 2016) 



 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

MINUTES OF THE 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE  

BOARD OF REGENTS 

September 1, 2016 

 
CONVENE ............................................................................................................................................................................................. 1 

MINUTE ORDER 218-2016 (ITEM 1)  ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION HONORING 
PROFESSOR JOHN J. MCDERMOTT FOR HIS OUTSTANDING DEDICATION TO TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
AND RECOGNITION AS ONE OF THE WORLD’S MOST INFLUENTIAL PHILOSOPHERS, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY ................................................................................................................................................... 1 

ADJOURN ............................................................................................................................................................................................. 2 
 



 

MINUTES OF THE 
SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS 

September 1, 2016 
 

CONVENE 
 

Chairman Clifton L. Thomas, Jr. convened a special meeting of the Board of Regents of 
The Texas A&M University System, at 3:34 p.m., Thursday, September 1, 2016, in the 
Bethancourt Ballroom of the Memorial Student Center, on the campus of Texas A&M 
University, College Station, Texas. The following members of the Board were present: 
 

Mr. Clifton L. Thomas, Jr., Chairman 
Ms. Elaine Mendoza, Vice Chairman 
Mr. Phil Adams 
Mr. Robert L. Albritton 
Mr. Anthony G. Buzbee 
Mr. Morris E. Foster 
Mr. Bill Mahomes 
Ms. Judy Morgan 
Mr. Charles W. Schwartz 
Ms. Stephanie Y. Martinez (Student Regent) 

 
Chairman Thomas called on Mr. Michael Young, President of Texas A&M, to 

present Item 1. 
 
President Young said this item requested Board approval of a resolution honoring 

Dr. John J. McDermott as one of the world’s most influential professors. 
 

 On motion of Regent Buzbee, seconded by Regent Albritton, and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was approved (218):  
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 218-2016 (ITEM 1) 
 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION HONORING 
PROFESSOR JOHN J. MCDERMOTT FOR HIS OUTSTANDING 

DEDICATION TO TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AND RECOGNITION 
AS ONE OF THE WORLD’S MOST INFLUENTIAL PHILOSOPHERS, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the resolution set 
forth in the attached exhibit. 
 

~~~~ 
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Dr. McDermott thanked everyone present, on the campus and in the wider community. 
He added that he was deeply appreciative of the affection -- not just acknowledgement -- shown 
to him by this resolution. He said be assured that he reveled in these festivities not only for 
himself but on behalf of his colleagues in the humanities for they too did splendid and influential 
work.  

 
Dr. McDermott said when Jack Kennedy won the presidency, he paid a celebratory visit 

to Richard Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of Boston. He added that Cardinal Cushing said, 
“Jack, you are half Harvard and half Irish and never forget that the best part of you is Irish.” 
Dr. McDermott said he did not see a cardinal today, but if so they would say, McDermott you are 
half professional philosopher and half Texas A&M, and never forget that the best part of you is 
Texas A&M.” 
 

Chairman Thomas and the Board congratulated Dr. McDermott on this honor and 
presented him with the framed resolution. 
 

ADJOURN 
 

Upon motion of Regent Morgan, seconded by Vice Chairman Mendoza, the meeting was 
adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Vickie Burt Spillers 
Executive Director, Board of Regents 

 
(Minutes were transcribed by Gwen Kirby, Office of the Board of Regents.) 
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